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1.2 MODELLERS SHIPYARD  

Modellers Shipyard is the only manufacturer of historic wooden model ships in Australia. We have an        
Australian colonial series of model ships. We will be adding to our range over time. Our kits are double plank 
on bulkhead construction and only use the highest quality parts and fittings. 

COLONIAL SCHOONER PORT JACKSON 1803  

Size: L:590mm H:450mm 
Grade: SL2  
Scale: 1:50  

Order Code: KTMS1000  

A double plank on bulkhead construction with 
laser cut plywood. The kit comes complete 
with all timber, rigging cord, and wooden and 
metal fittings. All parts and fittings are of the 
highest quality. It Includes 30 pages of de-
tailed instructions with diagrams, and 2 
sheets of construction plans. 

In September 1788, only 18 months after the 
founding of the new colony on the shores of 
Port Jackson ï now better known as Sydney 
Harbour, Governor Arthur Phillip sent a mes-
sage to his superiors in England requesting two 
vessels to be sent out in frame, with a few ship-
wrights to put them together. After considerable 
delay, drafts were prepared for a ñSchooner for 
Port Jacksonò.  
 
The original drafts are still in the National Mari-
time Museum, Greenwich, England and are the 
raw material on which our drawings and kit of 
the ñColonial Schooner Port Jacksonò are 
based. 
 
We have no records available to show whether 
in fact our schooner was actually constructed 
or if so what become of her, however, our 
model is in every way an accurate representa-
tion of an early Australian colonial schooner as 
constructed by the infant industry that emerged 
during the 15 years waiting for a completed re-
sponse to Governor Arthur Phillipôs original re-
quest. 
 
A drawing of the ñMercuryò owned by Mary 
Reiby an early Sydney merchant appears on 
the Australian $20 currency note. The 
óMercuryò is identical to the ñPort Jackson-
Schoonerò 

We also have available 

a 2 DVD set on ôThe 

Complete guide on 

How to Build the Colo-

nial Schooner Port  

Jacksonô 
 

For further information 

see the Training Mate-

rials section of this 

catalogue. 
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1.2 Modellers Shipyard Kits Continued  

HM CUTTER MERMAID 1817 

The HM Cutter Mermaid was built of teak in Cal-
cutta; she was less than a year old when com-
missioned on 16 October 1817. For the next 3 
years Lieutenant Phillip Parker King, RN, used 
the Mermaid for her designated task of 
ñExploring and Surveying the Coast of Austra-
liaò. Mermaid survived three voyages of discov-
ery under Kingôs command but it was the third 
voyage involving a complete circumnavigation of 
the Australian mainland which draws closest 
scrutiny. 
 
On 8 May 1819 Mermaid sailed north, conduct-
ing the first reliable survey of the Great Barrier 
Reef Inner Route, opening it to commercial traf-
fic. From then onwards King ran running surveys 
along the entire coastline until, with Mermaid 
leaking badly, he knew this survey was over. At 
the location King named Careening Bay, the hull 
was patched up for 3 weeks until 9 October. 
During this time King carved ñHMC Mermaid 
1820ò on the single Boab tree at the rear of the 
bay. This example of historic graffiti remains to 
this day.  

Mermaid sailed and entered the calm waters of 
Sydney Cove on 9 December 1820, some 25 
weeks and 3 days since sailing, having circum-
navigated the continent. Unfortunately, ironi-
cally, she ran aground in the very route she had 
opened to shipping off the present site of Cairns, 
in 1829, and was lost. In January 2009 the 
wreck of the Mermaid was found by a team of 
marine archaeologists from the Australian Na-
tional Maritime Museum. The site of the wreck 

Size: L:590mm H:450mm 
Grade: SL2  
Scale: 1:48  

Order Code: KTMS1001  

A double plank on bulkhead construction with 
laser cut plywood. The kit comes complete 
with all timber, rigging cord, and wooden and 
metal fittings. All parts and fittings are of the 
highest quality.  
 
It Includes 48 pages of detailed instructions 
with photographs and diagrams, and 4 
sheets of construction plans. 

We also have available a 2 DVD Set on óThe Complete Guide 
on: How to Build the HM Cutter Mermaidò  

 
For further information see the Training Materials section of this 

catalogue 
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1.2 Modellers Shipyard Kits Continued  

COLONIAL SLOOP NORFOLK 1798  

The Sloop Norfolk was built on Norfolk Island in 
1798. The 25 ton sloop was constructed from 
Norfolk Island pine. Governor Hunter lent the 
Norfolk to Bass and Flinders with the task of 
proving the existence of a strait between the 
mainland and Van Diemenôs Land (named Tas-
mania after 1856). Flinders and Bass were un-
der orders to pass through the strait and return 
by the south of Van Diemen's Land. 
 
Flinders, Captain, George Bass, and there 
eight crew departed Port Jackson on the 7 Oc-
tober 1798. They had been allowed twelve 
weeks for the voyage. In her they completed 
the first circumnavigation of Van Diemenôs 
Land.  
 
They made many important discoveries on this 
voyage. On the north coast of Van Diemanôs 
Land they spent time exploring Port Dalrymple, 
the future site of Launceston. On Christmas 
day they climbed Mount Wellington which now 
overlooks Hobart, Tasmaniaôs capital. The Nor-
folk sailed back into Port Jackson on the 12 
January, 1799. Governor Hunter, upon Flinders 
recommendation, named the newly discovered 
passage, Bass Strait. 

Size: L:590mm H:450mm 
Grade: SL2 
Scale: 1:36 

Order Code: KTMS1002  

A double plank on bulkhead construction with 
laser cut plywood. The kit comes complete with 
all timber, rigging cord, and wooden and metal 
fittings. All parts and fittings are of the highest 
quality. It Includes a detailed instructions with 
photographs and diagrams, and construction 
plans. 

We also have available a DVD                   
ñThe Complete Guide on: How to Build the  

Colonial Sloop Norfolkò . 
 

For further information see the Training        
Materials section of this catalogue 
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1.2 Modellers Shipyard Kits Continued  

COLONIAL BRIG PERSEVERANCE 1807  

The Colonial Brig Perseverance was owned by Robert Campbell, a noted Sydney merchant of the 
time. Campbell launched his first ship the Perseverance, a 136 ton brig, at the site of Australiaôs first 
shipbuilding yards in 1807. 

 
In 1810, the Perseverance was fitted out for a trip to the southern oceans on which the ships Cap-
tain Frederick Hasselborough discovered two new sealing grounds, Campbell Island which he 
named after his employer, and Macquaire Island, named after the Governor of New South Wales at 
the time.  
 
Sadly on his return voyage to Campbell Island, Captain Hasselborough, drowned when his jollyboat 
capsized in Perseverance Harbour, Campbell Island, 4

th
 November 1810. 

 
The last voyage of the Perseverance began on the 7

th
 September 1828, when she departed Sydney 

headed to New Zealand. In October1828 she was wrecked on Campbell Island.      The Persever-
ance, was employed in the Southern New Zealand trade the whole of her career, with the exception 
of a short period when used as a hulk at Sydney.  

Size: L:880mm H:740mm 
Grade: SL2 
Scale: 1:48 

Order Code: KTMS1003  
 
TO BE RELEASED JULY 2010 

A double plank on bulkhead con-
struction with laser cut plywood. 
The kit comes complete with all 
timber, rigging cord, and wooden 
and metal fittings. All parts and 
fittings are of the highest quality. 
It Includes a detailed instructions 
with photographs and diagrams, 
and construction plans. 

We also have available a 2 
DVD set óThe Complete Guide 
on: How to Build the Colonial 

Brig Perseveranceò 
 

For further information see the 
Training Materials section of 

this catalogue 
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HMS SIRIUS 1786 
FLAGSHIP OF THE FIRST FLEET  

The HMS Sirius had a relative short career, 
playing a minor role in Britainôs withdrawal 
from America and a major role in British ex-
pansion into the Pacific. Originally a Baltic 
trading ship named the Berwick, she made 
several voyages to America before being re-
commissioned as the 20 ï gun HMS Sirius, 
to escort the First Fleet to Australia in 1787-
88. The role accomplished the Sirius as-
sumed the mantle of protector and provider 
to the infant colony until her loss in 1790,at 
Norfolk Island. 

Size: L:1160mm H:900mm 
Grade: SL4 
Scale: 1:48 

Order Code: KTMS1004  
 

TO BE RELEASED DECEMBER 2010 

A double plank on bulkhead construction with 
laser cut plywood. The kit comes complete 
with all timber, rigging cord, and wooden and 
metal fittings. All parts and fittings are of the 
highest quality. It Includes a detailed instruc-
tions with photographs and diagrams, and 
construction plans. 

We also have available a 7 DVD set ó The Com-
plete Guide on: How to Build the HMS Siriusò 

 
For further information see the Training         

Materials section of this catalogue 

1.2 Modellers Shipyard Kits Continued  


